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PARLANGE PLANTATION | aq- News

Date of Erection

“Between 1830 and 1840,

Builder :
Unknown; probably Colenel Charles Parlenge or a Denis.

Present Condition

Good,

Number ol Stories

One, with besement and attic,

Naterials of Comstruction
Bagement of brick - first story, frame plastered - wells
£illed with either brick or mud znd moss {briquete entrs
potesux). Roof, eypress shingles.

Other Existing Records
Court records not examined. Q0Qld loulsiana, Saxon; ¢ld
Plantetion douses In Loulsisna, Sprebling & Seott.

Additional Deta

Cn the hizh banks of False River in TPoinbte Coupee Parish,

igh
gbands Parlange at the end of an avenue of cypress and agalast s
grove of osks. It is one of the last of the plantulbion houses
built in the tradition that wes brought to Loulsiana from the
Freneh lslands of the YWest Indies. This Farish was an carly
Fraench settlement; traditions have lingered lomyg and the only ine
novations were decorabions snd details of new styles brought to
the plentation from Hew Orleans, but the forms are the survivals
of another dey. Well can we believe the tradition that the

housze was built by the Jarquis Vincent de Terneunt at the middle of
the elghieenth century when he scquired the land through =a

Frenceh prant. The proserty then passed to his son, Vincent, and

later was inherited by hls widow of & sscond marriage. She re~

merried, her husband being e rFrench irmy officer, Colonel Charles
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- Parlsnge. Their son, Charles, who died in 1907, wes the father

£ Yelter Parlenge who now memages the plantation and lives in the
0ld home.
The plen of Parlange is typical of the sarly larger houses;
in the center are two drawing.rooms with bed rooms on ¢ach end,
Behind the bed rooms are dressing rooms which form the eﬁﬁs of a
lerze enclosed rear porch. A gallery, orozd on the front but
narrow on the sides and rear, completsly surrounds the living quar-
ters, giving cireculstion while rroviding shelter from the heat and
rain of summer. The rear gallery was added and obviously the dine
ing room a&s is, was an afterthousht. Slender wood colomettes on the )
squatty brick columns of the basement suprort the hish pitched
. French roof aﬁd, 838 1s cormmon in similar roofs, the side roof's are
more steesply pitehed, giving the moss o strong horizontal feeling,
while the rear has a double piteh most picturesgue when viewed from

x

under the large osks on the esst, The orig

o

inal eovering of the roof
was of cypress shingles, hut these, except on the esst side, have
been reéplsced with shingles of asbestos. There ls a steirecass o
the attie, and the hasement was used for general storage, The kit-
chen originelly was to the left of the house, detached, and was re-
cently moved to its present position. The front stairs are modern;
there are no indications of their having been inside the front porch
as wag customery. The interior reer stuirs ﬁo the gallery are old
and.ﬁhe detail of the turned newel is in scale with the turned
colonettes and railings, whlch ere vigorous amd remind one of days

‘.‘- when materials and labor were plentiful., A swell cornice follows
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around the poerch, a collection of mouldings somewhat confused, and '
the prinoipalrinterior rooms elso have ocomplicated ocorunices, the -
souroces of which cannot be explained.l

The walls of tﬁe basement are of bfiok whitewashed as are also
the floors, though the létér-ara sorubbed and reddened with brick
dust, en old Louisiana custom. The first story walls are of e wood

or wud and meEs
freme filled in with brick,snd then plesterod, e mediseval form of
construction brought to Loulsisna by the French and known asg
Briqueté entre Foteaux,

Judging from the deteils of the interior, the house wes efeoted
between 1830 and 1840, There is the possibility that in the 30's an
older house was remodeled by the addition of a rear gallery, and the
pregent dining room brought out 4o fill in the first small rear
poroh. This gave the double break %o the rear roof, a ocommon form,
but the double row of columns is the only exampls in Ioulsisns, Due
to the soft alluvial soil of this section, there has been much
gottlement of the brick columms, which condition was teken care of
with wedges and alterations to the wood oaps of the brick columns,
so it is impossible to distinguish if they are of different
periods. An examination of the roof showed no cendition to justify
the contention that an eerlier house was remodelled; there is only
the feeling ‘that Parlenge belongs to the houses built around 1800
and before the Greek Revival had reached Louisiane. Only after the
building wes drawn and studied, was it obvious that the trim and

mouldings are after 1830, In Natchitoches the Prudhomme houses
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thet dote from 1530 are sindlar Yest Indiaﬁ typss with simple
Ureek Rovival detalls.-

The.dohrways are glazed French cagements and with en interw
osting treatment of the transoms. fn elliptiosl fan £i1ls the
sguare transom, the munting springing frem a carved rosetts, and
the corners are {1lled with an archeic flower of carved wood, another

interesting veristion similar te Famie 2iche (HABS lo. La. 35).

.
Probebly the derivation of these trensoms is English of the Regenocy.

The double hung windows on the sides have gimllar trensoms, a most
unusual.treatment. Al)l openings have solid penelled shubtters. The
trim is reeded with sguere blocks et the corners, details which are
foreign to the older atmosphere of the house and, like the mantels,
are veriations of Greck Reviwval designs. ZIdentical mantels may

be found in nouses built in New Urleans sfter 1830. There is %the
loeal tradition that Parlange sand similer houses were built by
malattoes from the West indles, and some of ths deteil may be en
echo of early Viebtorian work in the troples.

The dormers are small with high pointed zables, whish give
Them & deeided ¥rench character; the window-panes of glass sre
amsll like those in othsy parts of thia neighborhood,

Un ench side of the approach to the house was a formel gzarden,
and in their centers still stend two ootagonal pigeomniers of
wnltewashed brieck with steep shingle roofs and burned wood finials.
In the foreign atmosphere of Felse River thess sccessory bulldings

1,

of the Lonisians vlantations, so well relsted to the main house,

L]
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recall the groupings of the smaller Buropeen ianor Houses of the

eighteenth century.

Ric%ard Kooh N '

Distriect Officer
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PARLANGE PLANTATIGH 34

Tate of Frection

Between 1830 and 1840.

Gullder

Unknown; probably Colonel Charles Parlenge or e Donis.

Yresent Condition

Good.

Humber of Stories

One, with basoment und silie,

¥aterials of Construction

busement of brick - first:story, frame plestered - walls
filled with either brick or mud and moss {(briguste entre
poteaux). Rool, cyrress shingles. '

Other BExisting Records

Court recordis nof examinesd, 0Old loulsians, Saxon; Uld

Plantetion douses In Louwisiena, Spratling & Scott.

additional Data - ' :
On the high benks of Fplse River in Pointe Coupee Yarish,
stands Parlange at the end of an avenue of cypress end against s

crove of oeks. It is one of the last of the plantution houses

Luill in the tradition that wes brought to Loulsiane from the -

“French Islands of the ¥West Indies. This Perigh was an oarly

French settlemont; traditions have lingered long and the only in-

‘.novations wore decorations and details of new styles brought to

Lhe pléntation from New Orleans, but the forms are th§ survivals

of acothor dey. "oll can we believe the truditidn that the

A

NE%KDN

.

house was built by the iarquis Vincent de Ternant at the middle of -

the oightecnth century when he scquired the land through a

French prant. The property thenm assed to hic son, Vincent, and

L

Y

laber was inhsrited by ndg¢ widew of a second marriage. She re-

married, her husband beins & srench irmy officer, Colonel Chaurles

.
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Perlenge. Their scn, Chaerles, who died.in 1907, was the father
of Vialter Farlenge who now manages the plentetion and lives in the
old home.

The plen of Parlange is typical of the eerly larger houses;
in the center zre two drawing rooms with bod rooms on each end,
Zehind tho bed roowms arc dressing rooms which form the eﬁds of &
large enclosod rear jorch. A gallery, broud on the front but
narrow on the sides and rear, completely surrounds the living quar-
ters, giving circulation Whiie vroviding sheltor from the heat and
rein of summer. The rear zallery was added and obviously the din-
ins room &s is, was an aftefthought. Slender wood colounettes on the
squatty brick columns of the basoment suppgrt the high pitched

French roof; snd, 4s is common in similar reefs, the slde roofs are

more Steeply pitched, giving the mass a strong horizontal feeling,
while the roer has a doubls pitch most picturesque when viéwed from
under the large osks on the east. The original'covering of the roof
was of cypres: shingles, but these, except on the enst side, have
been reopluced with shingles of asbestos. There is a staircase to
the attic, and the basement was used for general storege, The kit
chen originally was to the left of the houso, detached, and was rew-
contly moved to its present position. The front stuirs are modern;
there are no indications of their having boen inside the front porch
as was customary. ' The interior rear stairs to the gallery are old
and the detail of the turned newel 1s in scale with the turned
.‘ colonettes and reilings, which are vigorous and remind one of days

. vien materials snd lebor were plentiful. A smell cornice f'ollowe
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around the poroh, a collection of mouldings somewhét confused, and o
the principal. interior rooms elso have compliic_a.ted sornices, the o
sources oi‘ whioh cannot be explained. | |

The walls of the basement are of bx;iok whitewashed &s are aiso
the floors, though the 1a§;€r ‘are scrubbed and reddened with briak
duat, en old Loulsiana custom. The first story walls are of a wood

- or wud aud MBES : '
freme filled in with brick,and then plastered, & medieval form of
gonstruction brought to Loulsiana by the French‘ end known as
Briqueté entre Poteaux, |

Judging from the deteils of the interior, the house waz erected
between 1830 and 1840, There is the possibility that in the 30's an
older house was remodeled by the eddition of a reer gallery, and the
present dining room trought out to fill in the first small rear
poroh. This gave the double bresk to the rear roof, & common form,
but the double row of columns is the only example in Iouisiana, Due
to the soft alluwvial soil of this section, there has been mﬁch
gettlement of the brieck colwms, which condition was taken oare of
with wedges and salterations to the wood ceps of the briok columns,
a0 it is imposaible to distinguish if they are of different
periods. An exammination of the roof showed no oondition to justify
the oontent.ion that an earlier house wams remodelled; there is only
the feeling that Parlange belongs to the houses built around 1800
and before the Greek Revival had reached Louisiana. Only after the
building was drawn snd studied, was it obvious that the trim end

mouldings are after 1830,  In Natohitoches the Frudhomme houseé

i
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thet date from 1.830 are similer West Indian types wi.th sinple
| | |
Greek Revival detsils. :
The dd'c;rways ere glazed_iﬁ‘rénch casemaﬁfds and with an interw
esting treetment ol the trensoms. in elliptical fan fills the
square trensom, the munting springing frem a carved rosette, and
the cornsrs are {itled with an srchaic Llower of carved wood, snother i
interesting varistion similar to Faanie ?ziché (HABS No. La. 35).
Probably the derivation of f:hese Ttransoms is Pnglish of the_ Rege._n.cy. :
The double hung windows on the sides have similar transoms » & most
unusual treatment, All openings have solid penelled shuttez_'s. The
trim is reeded with square blocks at the corners, deteils which are

. foreign to the older atmosphere of the house end, like the mantels,

are veriations of Jreck Revivael designs. Identical mantels may

be found in houses built in ¥ew Orleans after 1830._ There is the
‘local tradition that FParlange and similer houses were bullt 'by '
mula.ttoaa..f‘rom the West Iﬁdiea, and some of the det.ail may be an |
echo of early Vietorien work in the tropies.
The dormers are small with high pointed gebles, which give.
~them e decided French character; the window-panes of glass are
. ama 1l like_thése in other parts of tiis neighborhooda -
On each side of the approach to the house wes a formal ga.rden,'
cand in their centers still stand two octagonal pigeozmiers' of
- whitewashed brick with steep shingle roofs and turned .w_ood finials,
In the foreign atmosphere of False Rivor these accessofy;buiidings

. of thse Loulsiens plentations, so well relasted to the main house,.
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recall the groupings of the smaller European Hanor Houses of the

eipghteenth century.
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“ichard Koch
Digtrict Qf flcer
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- PARLANGE PLANTATION o ' :

oLouisiana State Highway 93

" New Roads Vicinity _ . o
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